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THE BOND ISSUE QUESTION 


An important question for New Jersey voters will 
be presented on the ballot in November. It is a ques- 
tion which touches you as an employee of the Depart- 
ment even more directly. 

The question is whether you approve a $650 million 
bond issue for transportation purposes. As it will be 
printed on the ballot, the question is long and in legal 
language. It reads: 


Shall the act entitled ‘‘An act authorizing the creation 
of a debt of the State of New Jersey by issuance of 
bonds of the State in the sum of $650,000,000.00 for 
the purpose of improving the public transportation sys- 
tem of the State, including the improvement of State 
highways and the improvement of mass transportation 
facilities; providing the ways and means to pay and 
discharge the principal thereof and interest thereon; 
and providing for the submission of this act to the 
people at a genera! election,’’ be approved? 


There are really, in this referendum, two questions 
on the ballot. One is whether New Jersey should move 
forward with a realistic program of transportation im- 
provements which can be accomplished and must be 
accomplished in the near future. The other is whether 
this Department is capable of carrying out that program. 

| believe the answer to both questions is ‘‘Yes’’. 

The reason for the first ‘‘Yes’’ are the many serious 
needs throughout the State for better mass transit and 
better highways and the Department’s proposals to meet 
those needs -- proposals made on the basis of ability 
to ‘‘deliver’’ rather than ability to please all local in- 
terests. 

The second ‘‘Yes,’’ a vote of confidence in the De- 
partment, is justified by the Department’s accomplish- 
ments in strengthening its internal organization and 
in pressing ahead with its ongoing projects. In large 
measure these accomplishments are the result of the 
cooperation and dedication of Department employees. 
You deserve that vote of confidence. 

| hope, therefore, that in the months before Novem- 
ber you will familiarize yourselves with the questions 
being asked about the bond issue and with the answers 
so that you can give it the support it deserves and 
needs. 


John C. Kohl 


Commissioner 


FLAGMEN ARE UNSUNG HEROES 


Most road construction foremen agree that the day 
is past when unqualified flagmen can be employed since 
protection at the road construction site for men at work, 
pedestrians, and the motoring public, has become a 
science. 


Among the many flagmen employed by the Department is 
Sylvester Combs, Equipment Operator with Maintenance and 
Equipment, who directed traffic on Route 42 near Williams- 
town while Department crews blacktopped the roadway. 


Foremen Sandy Koster of Crew 466 and Dominic 
Reale of Crew 417 both agree the flagman’s job today 
is a ‘‘tough one.’’ He must be physically and mentally 
qualified to carry out his duties. He must be alert and 
courteous at all times. He is instructed not to argue 
with the drivers, but to enforce regulations as diplo- 
matically as possible. ‘‘Flagmen,’’ they said, ‘‘should 
be called unsung heroes.”’ 

Flagging is potentially loaded with explosive danger 
since the flagman must stand just outside the approach- 
ing traffic lane to effectively do his job. Occasionally, 
a driver, who seems determined to show he can rebel 
against authority even at the risk of his own life, will 
force the flagman off the road by racing through the road 
construction. site. 


Flagmen have had litterbag garbage thrown at them, 
been spit at, and been given verbal abuse by drivers 
who presumably have objected to the flagmen's efforts 
to protect road construction crews, pedestrians and the 
drivers themselves. 


LANDSCAPE SECTION CUTS 
VAST CARPET OF GRASS 


Each year during spring, summer, and early fall, 
the Landscape Section of the Bureau of Maintenance 
cuts 2.6 trillian square feet of grass seasonally, or 
enough area for a carpet 250 million miles long by 2 
feet wide, according to Jack Lloyd, Landscape Super- 
visor. 

The Department’s enormous mowing operation in- 
volves the efforts of about 200 employees. At least 322 
pieces of mowing equipment which include tractors, 
different-sized rotaries, walking sickle bars, and rider 
and hand-pushed mowers, are used to keep more than 
10,000 acres of grass well mowed, says Mr. Lloyd. Dif 
ferent types of equipment are used for median strips, 
lawns and around guardrails and fences. All areas, he 
adds, must be mowed at least six times a season. 


LADIES’ CHOICE: MISS OR MRS. 


Apparently it wasn’t such a momentous question 
after all, whether the Transporter should identify women 
employees as Miss or Mrs., as Ms., or with no such 
identification. 

The response to the poll in the May issue of the 
Transporter was extremely light, with a total of only 
28 ballots received. 

But they indicated that more than half of the women 
who care, 56 percent, prefer the traditional form Miss or 
Mrs. 


Here is the vote tally: 


Women Men 
Miss or Mrs. 13 3 
Ms 4 0 
Nothing if 1 


As a result of these returns, the Transporter will 
continue to use the traditional identifications of Miss 
or Mrs. 


RETIREMENT DINNER HELD FOR BUBIER 


A retirement dinner was recently held for Stephen 
C. Bubier, Senior Engineer, Highway, with Design in 
Region Il, in honor of his 44 years of service. He 


‘started as a Rodman, became Junior Engineer, Assist- 


ant Engineer then Senior Engineer, the last title held 
before retiring. The affair was attended by more than 
50 friends and fellow employees. 

Sixteen other Department employees who recently re- 
tired with from 4 to 47 years of service are: Frank Van- 
Syckle, Jr., Highway Maintenance Foreman with Main- 
tenance (47 years); August J. Seber, Senior Engineer 
with Design and Frank Lewallen, Highway Marking 
Foreman with Maintenance (both 42 years); William 
Romano, Construction Repairman with Maintenance 
(36 years); Edwin L. Evans, Senior Engineer, Highway 
with Design (32 years); Leslie M. Keating, Principal 
Landscape Architect with Design (30 years); Joseph 
A. Wenzel, Jr., Highway Maintenance Foreman with 
Maintenance (24 years); Frank Entrikin, Senior Highway 
Inspector with Construction (23 years); Frank Neubert, 
Construction Repairman | with Maintenance (21 years); 
Earl K. Simpkins, Truck Driver with Maintenance (19 
years); Harry L. Kartus, Principal Highway Inspector 
with Construction (17 years); James Portello, Main- 
tenance Man | with Maintenance (16 years); Bernice 
Haley, Principal Clerk Stenographer with Transportation, 
Operations and Local Aid (13 years); Albert Ferranti, 
Truck Driver with Maintenance and Peter P. Jannarone, 
Principal Highway Inspector with Construction (both 


10 years) and Joseph Fantan, Highway Inspector with 
Construction (4 years). 
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Dave Breck, Assistant Engineer, Highway (center), is 
using a plantimeter (an engineering measuring device) to 
determine the drainage area for an irregularly shaped sec- 
tion of land on a two-inch-scale contour map. 

Checking the map are Norman Stegmann, Senior Engineer, 
Highway (left) and Charles Glynn, Engineering Aide. All 
work in Netcong, Region I, and are with Maintenance. 


Happy Notes | 


Miss Audrey Alice Rauscher, Assistant Planner with 
Planning, has become engaged to Donald V. Murphy. 
A September wedding is planned. 

The son of Manfred Manrodt, Chief Investigator with 
Investigative Services & Emergency Planning, John 
Charles Manrodt recently was graduated from Stevens 
Institute of Technology, Hoboken, N.J. with a degree 
in Civil Engineering. John was employed as an Engi- 
neering Aide | with the Bureau of Plant and Project 
Inspection. He is now assigned as an Engineer Trainee 
with Traffic Engineering. 

Art Hunt, Motor Vehicle Operator with Central Ser- 
vices, and John A. Pfleiderer, Jr., Photographer with 
Information Services, recently spent two weeks on ac- 
tive duty with the Army Reserve’s 445th Supply Com- 
pany unit at Fort Lee, Petersburg, Va. 

John Jones Jr., Equipment Operator in Newark Ga- 
rage, District Il, is recovering nicely at his home--53 
South 12th Street in Newark--after undergoing an op- 
eration. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hans Strutz have announced the en- 
gagement of their daughter, Mary Jo Strutz, to James J. 
O'Hara. Hans Strutz is a Principal Engineer with the 
Construction Division in Region 2, Newark. 


Fulton Bonner, Sr., Highway Maintenance Foreman 
with Construction and Maintenance, and his wife, re- 
cently toured the western part of Florida during a two- 
week vacation period. 

Miss Nancy E. Chadwick, Principal Clerk Stenogra- 
pher with Personnel and the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Chadwick, and Gregory V. Angeline, Mainte- 
nance Man | with Traffic Engineering and son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Vincent Angeline, were married recently in 
St. Gregory the Great Roman Catholic Church in Ham- 
ilton Square. Following a reception, the couple honey- 
mooned in San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

Mary M. Hill, Senior Clerk Typist with the Sign Shop, 


and her family, recently visited the International Trans- 


po 72 at Dulles International Airport. The international | 


exhibition was sponsored by the U.S. Department of 
Transportation. 

Raymond Lind, Area Supervisor; William Wislocky, 
Permit Inspector and Ed Bailey, Foreman with Construc- 
tion and Maintenance, vacationed separately, touring 
the State of Florida for one week with their wives. 
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Blacktopping a 2.8-mile section of Route 42 near Turn- 
ersville was carried out with the Department’s new rubber- 
tired paver operated by Martin Binz (left) and Len Procaccino, 
Heavy Equipment Operators with the Division of Equipment 
of Fernwood. Working next to the paver is John May, Con- 
struction Repairman II with Maintenance and Crew 466. 

Unlike the Department's old pavers, the new one can be 
driven under its own power from project to project up to a 
distance of about 15 miles. It also has sensors that enable 
it to place a layer of blacktop perfectly regardless of the 
contour of the road. 


DOT EVALUATES ROAD-MARKING PAINT 


Fifty-one different white and yellow highway-marking 
paints are being evaluated for their durability and night 
visibility on Route 130 near Yardville in Hamilton 
Township. The paints were supplied by outside firms 
and were striped across a section of Route 130. 

Before purchasing paint for highway markings, says 
Jack Goulding, Senior Engineer with the Chemistry 
Section of Quality Control, the Department evaluates 
it under actual traffic and weather conditions. This is 
usually done annually during a six to nine-month period. 
This year, 5 of the 51 paint products being tested on 
Route 130 contain tiny glass beads to increase light 
reflection, especially at night. 

Department employees involved in the test striping 
were Richard McCullic and Edward C. Aaronson, High- 
way Markers; Frank Noon and Fred Foulds, Maintenance 
Men |, and Bill Wood, Foreman. 
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TWENTY DOT EMPLOYEES RECEIVE DEGREES 


Twenty employees who have been participating in 
the Department’s Cooperative Engineering Program dur- 
ing the past three years were graduated from Mercer 
County Community College with an Asso¢iate in Ap- 
plied Science in Civil Engineering Technology Degree. 

Employees who received their degrees during cap- 
and-gown exercises held recently at the War Memorial 
Building in Trenton were: Gerald R. Adams, Francis 
J. Brady, Walter T. Carroll, Peter L. Cerenzo, Kenneth 
H. Huber, Stanley L. Kelson, Toby S. Levy, Paul E. 
Piot, Jr., Frank Stia and Robert L. Toth with the Di- 
vision of Construction and Maintenance; William E. 
Chaty, Richard J. Delaney, Roy DeSandre, Richard J. 
Phelan, Eugene G. Smith, Francis E. Sutter, Daniel 
J. Yacovino and Louis J. Marchuk with Design; John 
Rofrano with Traffic Engineering and Frank A. Rubino 
with Transportation Planning. 
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Dominic Blanco (foreground) and Tom Tuliueci, 
Truck Drivers with Landscape, are mowing grass 
at the intersection of Route 42 and Cuthbert Bou- 


levard in Cherry Hill Township, one of the re 
sponsibilities of the Bureau. See mowing story. 


